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Though, the local trade of Tankar must be of much
more value than its foreign, I found it, taken altogether,
disappointingly small, the reason being, in all likelihood,
want of capital and general depression produced by the
recent unsettled condition of the country.

In the preceding remarks no reference has been made
to the tea trade of Tankar, which one would expect to be
very important, but which, for reasons previously given
(p. 53), is quite small. Besides supplying the Tibetans
and Mongols in the vicinity with tea, it is doubtful that
any is exported from this locality.1 The Sharba of Sung-
p'an supply the Koko-nor and Ts'aidam at lower rates
than the Kan-su traders can, and, their sojourn outside
of China not being limited by any pass, they are free
to go where they please and stay there as long as they
see fit. Although tea (from Ch'iung-chou) is the chief
article of trade of the Sharba, they also sell leather
boots, cotton goods, hardware (principally padlocks),
tobacco, and copper kettles, taking in exchange lamb-
skins, musk, hides of wild and tame yak, wild-ass skins,
and furs.

One day an old Tibetan trader from Shigatse, from
whom I had bought two camels, came to see me and we
had a long and interesting conversation. He had made
the journey between Lh'asa and Tankar four times, and

Hung-wu period of the Ming- (A. D.     Hsi-ning or Tankar annually; careful
1366-1399), and settled near Tankar.    inquiry leads me to believe that hardly
Tibetans and Ts'aidam Mongols use    any leaves that place.    All Tibetan
the word JB?a-ch?3, originally applied    tea is Ssii-ch'uan tea, and  passes
only to Kashmiris, to designate all and    through  Ta-chien-lu or Sung-p'an.
any people of Mohammedan type or    Sung-p'an tfing is called Sung-sm
wearing turbans, just as the Chinese    k'ar by Tibetans and Mongols.   The
use Ch'an-tfou.                                    Ch'iung-chou tea is made into pack-
1 Abbe" Desgodins, "Le Thibet,"    ages weighing fifty catties, and sells
2d edit., p. 349, thinks that about    in the Ts'aidam for about Tls. 10 of
800,000 Ibs. of tea goes to Lh'asa from    silver each package.